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JARED ELIOT, MINISTER, DOCTOR, SCIENTIST, AND HIS CONNECTICUT. By
Herbert Thoms. Hamden, Connecticut, The Shoe String Press, Inc., 1967.
xii, 156 pp. $6.00.
The harsh and demanding life of the New England colonies in the early
eighteenth century produced sturdy men and women. To be a successful
leader among them required wisdom and determination. Jared Eliot won
distinction as a leader. His intellect, compassion, vigor, and good sense must
have been extraordinary, for he served his fellow man as clergyman, physi-
cian, educator, and agriculturist. While supporting a wife and eleven chil-
dren, he found time for extensive correspondence with other influential
figures including Ezra Stiles and Benjamin Franklin, for experimenting
with silk worm culture, and for writing scientific papers.
Dr. Thoms relates in rich detail Eliot's life and achievements. Here we
read of the labors of this Connecticut resident as a pastor who also prac-
ticed medicine, an experimenter with the production of iron ore from black
sea sand, a Fellow for 33 years of the Yale Corporation, a farmer, an es-
sayist. His place in his society and the influence of his associateg-Ere closely
analyzed. The book is enriched by many photographs and by an appendix,
bibliography, notes, and an index. Dr. Thoms has made an important con-
tribution to the history of Connecticut and brought long overdue recognition
to one of its illustrious sons.
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OVARIAN PHYSIOLOGY. By George S. Richardson. Boston, Little, Brown
and Co., 1967. xxi, 167 pp. $6.75.
Passing speculation as to how many thousands of pages of books and ar-
ticles have been devoted, one way and another, to the ovary leads one to
wonder why still another monograph on this organ is needed. The answer,
of course, is that there are always new things to be said, particularly if
they are said interpretatively and clearly and concisely. Dr. Richardson
has managed to do just this in his admirable review. Eight chapters discuss
morphology, growth, the follicle, ovulation, the corpus luteum, aberrations
of function and structure, steroids and steroidogenesis, and other essential
topics. Recent observations are integrated with well established facts and
principles. The text is clearly documented from over 500 references which
are cited in full in a bibliography. Both the organization of the book and
an index make reference use easy.
Facts have been harvested from research on the ovaries of laboratory
animals and women, and unsolved questions are included. Dr. Richardson
is perhaps at his most useful and provocative when he ventures a generaliza-
tion, e.g., ". . . it seems probable that interspecies variation is greatest at
the level of the central nervous system, where control of the ovulatory
cycle appears to reside, less at the level of the hypophysis and least at the
level of the ovary itself."
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